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13	 Belgium
hh Formula 1 Belgian Grand Prix

FIA Formula One World Championship 2010

	 Date:	 Sunday 29 August 2010
	 Local Time:	 14:00 (GMT+2)
	 Engine Severity:	 

	 Circuit:	 Spa-Francorchamps
	 Location:	 Spa, Belgium
	 Circuit Length:	 7.004 km
	 No. of Laps:	 44 
	 Race Distance:	 308.052 km
	 Lap Record:	 1:45.108 - K Raikkonen (2004)
	Fastest Lap (2009):	 1:47.263 - S Vettel
	 External Factors:	 Fast power circuit, high risk of wet weather, 

long track

Spa-Francorchamps is steeped in motorsport heritage and is 
one of Formula One’s most beloved and challenging race tracks, 
nestled neatly in the Ardennes forest. Together with the next race 
on the calendar, the Italian Grand Prix at Monza, the Belgian 
Grand Prix is the most demanding event of the year for engines.

At little over 7km in length, Spa is unquestionably the longest 
track on the calendar and places an emphasis on outright engine 
power with its composition of medium-high speed corners and 
long straights, including notable elevation changes. It also has the 
second highest average speed of the season.

In stark contrast to the fast sections such as Eau Rouge, Raidillon 
and Blanchimont, the first corner drivers have to negotiate is the 
slow La Source hairpin which belies the high-speed demands that 

are to come for the remainder of the lap.

Engine performance makes a significantly heightened contribution 
to lap time at Spa. Downforce levels are typically in the low-
medium range, reducing the impact of aerodynamics, although 
chassis responsiveness still plays a key role through the few 
slower-medium speed parts of the track.

The Belgian Grand Prix was not held in 2006 when Cosworth 
was last involved in F1 as an engine supplier, so it has been five 
years since the sound of a Cosworth engine reverberated around 
the Spa-Francorchamps track. More surprisingly, the last time 
a Cosworth V8 unit was raced at Spa was back in 1997 before 
the introduction of the V10 configuration engines that powered 
Formula One cars from 1998-2005.

An Engine’s Perspective

Fast Facts

�� The Belgian Grand Prix will mark an impressive milestone for Rubens Barrichello as he takes part in his 300th Formula One race 
weekend. Including the last race in Hungary, Rubens has taken part in 61 Formula One races with Cosworth engines.

�� This Date in History - 29 August 1982
Keke Rosberg took the only win of his 1982 championship winning season for Williams in the Switzerland Grand Prix.


